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Editorial

What will happen in 2022!
Will 2022 bring an end to two of the most difficult years we
have experienced in the post war period? As I write, the
situation seems to have improved considerably and in
England, at least, we have been free from most restrictions.
The hospitality industry has been very badly hit since March
2020 but it is amazing how much of it still exists. In our branch
area most of our pubs, clubs and breweries seem to have
survived but, if there are any further disruptions, who knows
what will happen.
As shown elsewhere in this magazine, the decline in our pubs
has been happening over a long period of time. Slowly the
numbers have declined : a pub gone here, a pub gone there.
Some small villages are now pub-free and in the town centre
some of the well-known hostelries have gone or are
threatened, The Corner Pin, which has won many of our
awards and was once a quick stop for workers from the
various forms of the town’s railway works, is now shut, empty
of drinkers and with a big ‘For Lease’ sign outside. In recent
years the branch fought for this to be assigned an Asset of
Community Value and surely there is a place for this to
become a good community pub again.
There has also been a trend in recent years for micro-pubs
and breweries to be created locally, The Spotlight Brewery
was the first one of its kind in our area. It was a small concern
and unique in its employment of staff with disabilities.
Currently, following Covid and price inflation, the brewery has
been mothballed and its future is uncertain. The combined
micro- pub and brewery at Thorne, under the banner of the
Old Vault, appears to have closed for good. Sadly, the
Mexborough Tap may hold the banner of being the shortestlived pub our area may have known in recent times with its
demise after only a few months.
It’s not all bad news. The new Gorilla Brewery in Mexborough
managed to establish itself through the lockdowns and its
beers are often found in local pubs. In nearby Conisbrough
there are now two micro-pubs. The White Lady has been
joined by The Terminus which has caused a bit of interest
from local history buffs with its large feature photograph on
the wall.
Closure of pubs and clubs is nothing new and there have
always been new pubs coming along to take their place in our
rich pub history. It’s the fact that the total number is constantly
going down that is worrying. I’m not hopeful for 2022. We are
facing a period of economic difficulties and increasing inflation
but ,hopefully, the true British spirit will see us through again.
I’ll raise my glass of real ale to that.
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J ACK H AWLEY at the G RANGE
NAMED AFTER THE HATFIELD ECCENTRIC OF 1828
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ROTATING REAL GUESTALES
TIMOTHY TAYLOR’S & HOFMEISTERLAGER
LOCAL REAL CIDER, 50 PLUSGINS, WINES & SPIRITS

Welcoming • Quiet • Comfortable • Friendly Atmosphere
MONDAY to FRIDAY - 5pm to 11pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY - 1pm to 11pm

Doncaster& District CAMRA
Pub of the Season- Autumn 2019

Doncaster& District CAMRA
Pub of the Year - 2020 Joint Winner

Live music, last Sundayof every month

10p off for members

The Grange, Manor Road, Hatfield DN7 6SB
jackhawleyatthegrange | Telephone: 07769 927603

Charman’s Notes

Our Magazine and
Branch Socials
Getting your copy of Donny Drinker
As we begin to kick start branch activities,
members have approached me to ask how
they can be kept up to date with news and
events, now that we are no longer able to post
out copies of Donny Drinker. The magazine,
including the branch diary, is of course
available on the branch website:
www.doncastercamra.org.uk
and branch events also get a mention in the
relevant section of What’s Brewing.
These are on-line solutions however, and
being slightly ‘old-school’ myself, I do
understand the value of a paper copy. Those
who’ve been members for a while might
remember that there used to be a subscription
service available. As so many of you have told
me how much they’ve missed Donny Drinker,
we’ve decided to bring it back. So, if you were
unable to visit your local the last time the
Drinker was being distributed and want to keep
up to date with branch events and pub news,
here’s what to do. A year’s subscription will
cost you just four second class
stamps. Please send these in an envelope,
along with your name and address to:
Donny Drinker Subscriptions, 15 Newstead
Road, Doncaster. DN5 9JS.
You will then receive the next edition as soon
as it is published.
There are also three ‘distribution pubs’ in the
town centre:
•

Doncaster Brewery & Tap: Young Street.

•

Hallcross: Hallgate.

•

(Little) Plough: West Laith Gate.

Monday of the month, members are invited to
come along and share a beer and your pub
news with us. All meetings will be at the
Hallcross which is easy for most buses and has
no stairs. We plan to keep things fairly informal
so there will be plenty of time to meet up and
catch up with other members who you might
not have seen for a while.
We now have a full programme of social
events. We were worried about starting socials
again in view of the Covid epidemic, but I am
pleased to report that the ones so far have
been well attended. As well as the pubs in the
town centre we have paid visits to Armthorpe,
Barnburgh, Cusworth, Tickhill and Mexborough.
There were also concerns about using the
transport network but, again, so far, it has not
let us down. The next round of socials/visits
includes: attending a beer festival at the
Doncaster Brewery & Tap, a social in Thorne
and a pub in Armthorpe where the manager
has just taken over and is keen to put it back
on the real ale map! These events really are
socials where we just get together for a drink
and a chat. Every member is welcome. At a
recent social we were joined by a new branch
member from Kent. Full details of socials and
branch meetings can be found in the ‘diary’
section.
I hope these positive announcements show
readers that things really are starting to come
back together again. The campaign, both
locally and nationally, really does need your
support. Members are urged to come along
and take part and help support your local
pubs. Those who haven’t yet joined, please
consider doing so. There are several ways you
can do this and great benefits are available,
from discounts off the price of a pint to
discounts off holidays. Please see the back
page of this publication for more details.
Cheers.

Ian Jones:
Chairman and Membership Secretary.

It is our aim to make sure these outlets always
have copies available wherever possible. Why
not call in for a beer and pick up a copy? We
hope to establish ‘distribution pubs’ in other
areas in the near future.

Branch Meetings & Socials
Another development I’m very pleased to
announce is that branch meetings are being
held again. We thought we’d get Winter out of
the way, so from April, and on the second
8
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Feature

you do not have to be a CAMRA member to
use it. It is open to everyone.

Whatpub and Beer
Scores
We have often written and mentioned the
Whatpub database in previous editions of
Donny Drinker and we thought it was time to
have a more detailed look at it.

1

What are its uses?

In the search box

Below is a list of some of the advantages
Whatpub can give.
A ‘one stop shop’ to search for
opening times, contact details,
facilities and beer on offer for all your
local pubs.
Helps plan a visit to pubs in a
particular village, town, city or even
county.
Map out pubs to visit on short or long
holidays in Britain.

Image 1 gives a view of the search box into
which you type your search criteria. If it’s a
common pub name then put in the name of the
pub followed by the place where it is at. Press
the search box and the database brings up all
the pubs/clubs that meet your criteria. For
instance a search on ‘Doncaster’ at the time of
writing will bring up a list of 213 pubs. The
pubs are listed in the order of distance from the
centre of the place you are searching on so
you can gauge whether it is in walking distance
or you have got to use the car or public
transport.

How has it been prepared?
This extraordinary tool has been created
through the work of thousands of CAMRA
volunteers in conjunction with licensees and is
a unique digital encyclopaedia of the majority
of pubs and clubs in Britain.
It has all been organised by CAMRA and
includes all types of pubs, not just those that
sell real ale. CAMRA members do their best to
try and keep the details up to date but it must
be remembered that pubs can change their
opening hours at short notice. It has the
flexibility for licensees to report their changes
so that local CAMRA branches can update the
information.
.

Image 2 shows the first page following a
search on ‘Newquay’. At the bottom of the
page you can see the number of pages of
information that are available for your search
criteria and you can just go to each of the
pages.

How do I find it?
Unfortunately, it does not come in the form of
an app but if you type ‘whatpub.com’ into your
search bar on your mobile, tablet, laptop or
desktop it will take you straight to it. With its
mobility across all these platforms you can use
it at home or while you are out and need to
know some information.

Search function
Image 1 shows the opening page. If all you
want is information on the pubs in the database
16

2
On the right side of these pages there are
further filters you can apply by ticking the
appropriate box so, for instance, if you want a
pub where noise is going to be minimal so you
can have a quiet drink then tick the ‘Quiet Pub’
filter.
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About – all the details we hold on the
pub.
Location – takes you to a map to see
the location of the pub.
Submit updates – if you are the
licensee and want changes to the
information click on this and submit
the changes for authorisation by the
relevant CAMRA branch.
Nearby – brings up other pubs
nearby.
Recently viewed – shows what you
have viewed recently.

Beer Scoring

3
Selecting a pub
When you have found a pub you are interested
in, then click on the underlined pub name and
you will be taken to a page showing all the
details on the pub that are within the database
as shown in image 3. Scroll down to see any
further information that is off the screen.
Near the top of this page there is a tool bar
with the following options:
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This section is for CAMRA MEMBERS ONLY. If
you are a member you must have registered a
username and password on the main CAMRA
website (camra.org.uk).
This is a national system so that members can
score the quality of the beer they have had in a
particular pub/club. Your score should be
purely on the quality of the beer and not such
things as how comfortable the seats are or the
view out of the window. If the beer is simply not
to your taste then don’t score it. Your score
should be on how well the beer is presented
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and whether it is in good condition. There
should be no tastes there other than what you
would normally expect so hints of vinegar or
cleaning fluid should give a low score.
The scoring system is on a scale of 0 to 5 and
below are the descriptions which define how
you should score a beer.
0. No cask ale available.
1. Poor. Beer that is anything from
barely drinkable to drinkable with
considerable resentment.
2. Average. Competently kept, drinkable
pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not
worth moving to another pub but you drink
the beer without really noticing.
3. Good. Good beer in good form. You
may cancel plans to move to the next pub.
You want to stay for another pint and may
seek out the beer again.
4. Very Good. Excellent beer in excellent
condition.
5. Perfect. Probably the best you are ever
likely to find. A seasoned drinker will
award this score very rarely.

How do I enter scores?
To the right of the page for a particular pub, as
shown in image 3, there is a panel for entering
beer scores. The panel is shown below in
isolation.
Just simply enter the
date and your score.
Optionally, you can enter
the name of the brewery
and the beer that you
had. There are also
advanced options so you
can enter the price and
any further comments
you want to make.
What happens with the
scores?
The scores will be made
available to the National
Beer Scoring System
(NBSS) Officer at the
CAMRA branch in which
the pub is located. The scores will be regularly
reviewed by the branch and may be used
when considering entries for the Good Beer
Guide. They could also be used for branch
awards for Pub of the Season or Pub of the
Year. It forms part of CAMRA’s objectives to

improve and maintain the quality of real ales
throughout the country.
If you are a CAMRA member then please use
this system. It doesn’t need to become a fulltime occupation and you don’t need to do it
while you are enjoying a drink in the pub. You
can always do it when you get home.

What else do we learn from the beer
scores?
From the beer scores we are also getting a feel
for which breweries and beers are being
offered in pubs in our branch area. Currently,
we have 98 different breweries for which their
beers have been scored in our branch area.
The breweries that seem to have quite a
following amongst several different pubs are
Bradfield, Gorilla, Neepsend, Oakham, Ossett
and Rudgate. However, our real ale drinkers
are exposed to a very wide choice and the
scores indicate the vast majority of pints are
being provided in good condition.
There is a good choice of local breweries
represented amongst the scores including Don
Valley, Doncaster Brewery, Gorilla, Hilltop,
Imperial, Old Mill and Stocks.
The message is, that there is still plenty of real
ale to be found in our pubs and the choice is
vast. Please visit our many pubs, give them
your trade, try different beers and send us your
beer scores. Please remember that your score
is based on the condition of the beer and not
whether it does not suit your taste buds.

4
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The Wheatsheaf
Donna, Colin and Staff
Invite you to The Wheatsheaf. Come along for real ales,
fantastic food and a warm welcome for everyone.

2 Rotating Guest Ales + Handpulled Cider
Food
Tue - Sat 12-2 5-8
Sunday carvery 12-3 (Take outs available)
Afternoon teas Tue - Sat 12-3.30 (Book in advance)

Function Room
Available to hire for Weddings, Funerals and Birthdays

Colin’s £25 Challenge
If you eat all the £25 mixed grill by yourself in 1hr Colin will pay

New Menu Now Available

Church Street,
Armthorpe,
DN3 3AE
01302 835868
Donny Drinker Spring 2022

CAMRA Member discount on food and real ales
T&Cs apply
Doncaster CAMRA Winter Pub of the
Season 2019/20
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REAL ALE PUBS IN THE BRANCH AREA
Adwick-le-Street
Foresters Arms
Adwick upon Dearne
Manvers Arms
Airmyn
Percy Arms
Arksey
Plough L

Armthorpe
Castle Park *
Horse & Groom
The Sportsman
Wheatsheaf LDCW
Auckley
Eagle & Child WL
Balby
The Spinney
Balby Carr Bank
Woodfield farm
Balby (Woodfield Pltn)
Maple Tree
Barnburgh
Barnburgh WM Club L
Coach and Horses D
The Crown Inn
Barnby Dun
The Olive Tree
Bawtry
Ship W
Turnpike
White Hart
Bar and Brasserie CDL
Beal
Jenny Wren
Belton
Crown
Wheatsheaf
Belle Vue
Town Moor Golf Club L
Bentley
Bay Horse
Bentley Town End
Three Horseshoes L
Bessacarr
Flying Childers
Toby Carvery
Braithwell
Butchers Arms
Branton
Three Horse Shoes
Burghwallis
The Burghwallis Pub
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Cadeby
Cadeby Pub & Restaurant
LDCTG

Clayton
Clayton with Frickley Club L
Conisbrough
Hilltop L
The Terminus
The White Lady
Cusworth
Old Brewhouse G C L D
Doncaster
Ballers Sports Bar
Black Bull L
Doncaster Brewery Tap LC
Don Valley Tap LDCWG
Gatehouse LW
Horse & Groom
Leopard DL
Marketplace Alehouse &
Deli LC
Hallcross D
Little Plough L
Masons’ Arms
Queen Crafthouse C
Railway D
Red Lion WDL
Salutation LC
Social
The Angel and Royal
The Courtyard
The Draughtsman Alehouse
The Lockwood
The Mallard
Town Field Sports Club
Tut ‘n’ Shive D
White Swan L
Yates
Yorkshire Grey C
Dome/Lakeside
Beefeater Lakeside
Cheswold
Edenthorpe
Eden Arms D
Beverley Inn
The Ridge Wood
Epworth
Old School Inn
Queen’s Head
Red Lion
White Bear

Fenwick
Baxter Arms W
Finningley
Harvey Arms W
Goole
City & County LD
Goole Town Cricket Club*

North Star Marina Club
The Drake
The Viking
Tom Pudding L
Victoria Hotel
Great Heck
Bay Horse L
Hatfield
Bay Horse
Hatfields
Hatfield Chace
Ingram Arms
Jack Hawley at the Grange
DL

Harlington
The Harlington

Haxey
Kings Arms
The Loco
Hickleton
Hickleton Village Hall
Club*
Hook
Blacksmith’s Arms
Hooton Pagnall
The Hostel L
Kellington
Kellington Manor Hotel
Red Lion
Kirk Sandall
Glasshouse
Kirk Smeaton
Shoulder of Mutton
Marr
Marr Lodge D
Mexborough
Gorilla Tap
Imperial LTG
Old Market Hall LW
Pastures Lodge
The Falcon
Micklebring
The Grazing Harts
Norton
The Royal Hotel
Owston
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Owston Hall & Golf Club
The Owston
Owston Ferry
Crooked Billet
White Hart
Pollington
King’s Head L
Rawcliffe
Jemmy Hirst at the Rose
&Crown LC
Rawcliffe Bridge
Rawcliffe Bridge Club*
Reedness
Half Moon Inn
Rossington
Styrrup
Sandtoft
Reindeer W
Scawsby
Mallard
Scawsby Mill
Sun (Inn)
Snaith
Bell & Crown
Black Lion
Brewer’s Arms L
Plough
Yorkshire Ales
Sprotborough
Boat Inn W
Ivanhoe
Newton
Stainforth
New Inn
Sutton
Anne Arms
Swinefleet
The Ship Inn
Sykehouse
Old George Inn
Thorne
Barge Inn
Canal Tavern
Punch Bowl L
The King’s Chamber
Windmill L
Tickhill
Carpenter’s Arms
Royal Oak
Scarbrough Arms L
Tickhill Cricket Club
Travellers Rest
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Wadworth
White Hart
West Cowick
Ship W
Westwoodside
Carpenter’s Arms
Wheatley
Strawberry Island Boat*
Club (Private Club)
The House Martin
Ukrainian Club * L
Wheatley Golf Club
Wheatley Hills
Cumberland
Woodlands
Woodlands Snooker Club
Wroot
Cross Keys

We try to provide correct information. If it is inaccurate or
there are details missing then please contact the pubs
officer at pubsofficer@doncastercamra.org.uk.
Abbreviations
L
D
C
W
T
G
*

The pub is Locale registered and regularly serves at
least one beer from breweries within 30 miles of the
pub.
CAMRA member discount available
Traditional ciders and perries are available
Wheelchair access may be possible but no disabled
toilets.
Wheelchair access and disabled toilets
The pub allows dogs inside to all or part of the pub
(Please ask)
Pub/Club may have restricted opening times
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Campaigning

Punch Business Sold to
Investment Group

“One company controlling a large share of the
market rarely brings benefits for licensees
or consumers, but nevertheless we hope that
the new owners will commit to
retaining the pub portfolio.

Responding to the acquisition of Punch Pubs
& Co by Fortress Investment Group, CAMRA
Chairman Nik Antona said:

“Publicans and local communities will want
rapid assurances from this new owner that they
are committed to the future of these
pubs rather than asset stripping, and that these
venues will be given a fair chance to thrive
under new ownership.

“CAMRA is very wary about an investment
company taking over a business running so
many pubs up and down the country. While
Punch was already owned by a global
business, we continue to be concerned of the
dominance of global companies and brewers in
the UK beer and pub market.

“As we continue to recover from the pandemic,
it is more important than ever that we protect
the mental health and wellbeing benefits that
local pubs provide to their customers
and communities.”

Branch Charity

The Partially Sighted
Society - Kate Hadfield
In 2019, it was decided that the Doncaster
CAMRA charity 2020 would be The Partially
Sighted Society. We began our fund raising
full of ideas and enthusiasm for the year
ahead, then covid hit. As with everything else,
our plans ground to a halt for 18 months.
At the CAMRA AGM, (November 2021), we
decided to carry on raising money for The
Partially Sighted Society to give them the same
time as we have given previous charities.
The Society provide support, help and advice
to people living with sight loss. They provide

specialist equipment and training. They have
a wide range of the latest aids and equipment
(see website or call for a full list). The PSS
also offer a free enhanced low vision
assessment which is carried out by a
professional optometrist. Any money we raise
will go to help towards all of this and so much
more.
We are looking forward to fund raising for
The Partially Sighted Society and hope for
lots of support along the way.
The Partially Sighted Society is Doncaster
based (charity number 254052). The
registered office is 1 Bennetthorpe Doncaster
DN2 6AA

Information

Loss of Real Ale Pubs
On the centre pages of each magazine we list
the number of real ale pubs in our branch area
that we believe are available to drinkers. The
graph demonstrates how the numbers have
started to decline since 2014 and the trend is
continuing. Reductions can be due to pubs

who stop selling real ale or the number of pubs,
real ale or not, closing. This raises a number of
questions such as, are we seeing a true decline
in the demand for real ale, are we seeing a
decline in pubs for economic reasons or are
pubs just closing because their customer base
is falling?
Let us know your thoughts by email to
donnydrinker@doncastercamra.org.uk.

try a taste
of

tradition
Farmers Ales from Bradfield Brewery

On-Site Brewery Shop open Monday – Saturday 10am until 4pm.
Visit our page on Facebook or follow us

info@bradfieldbrewery.com • 0114 2851118• www.bradfieldbrewery.com
Bradfield Brewery Limited.Watt House Farm, High Bradfield, Sheffield, S6 6LG
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Feature

Barnburgh and
Harlington Pubs
Tracci Leopard
In Donny Drinker number 146 we told you the
good news that the Coach and Horses in
Barnburgh had reopened after a major
refurbishment, retaining the original layout of
the building.
More good news is that the Harlington Inn has
been purchased by Jackie Sigsworth and Jason
Westwood, proprietors of the Crown in
Barnburgh which has had a reputation for
quality real ale for several years now. Cask beer
was re-installed at the Harlington soon after
acquisition, is selling very well and was in
excellent condition at the time of our visits.
Let’s take a real ale tour of the adjoining
villages of Harlington and Barnburgh and start
by catching a Stagecoach No.219 bus from
stand A12 in Doncaster Interchange. The
service runs mostly hourly and continues to do
so into the evening.

We’ll start in Harlington, passing the Crown as
we turn left before entering Barnburgh proper.
Don’t worry, we’ll come back to that one later.
Alight the 219 at the last stop on Doncaster
Road and walk back a few yards to
the Harlington Inn after checking the timetable
on the bus stop. The Harlington is quite a small
pub where, most unusually, the porch extends
to include the full width of the footpath. Jackie
and Jason, proprietors of the Crown in
Barnburgh, took over in 2021 and introduced
real ale, dispensed from a single handpump.
These have included beers from Timothy Taylor
and Welbeck Abbey and the beer is proving
very popular with the locals. Entertainment is
provided once a month and there’s full Sky
sports shown on a 72” outside screen under a
pergola. A takeaway service is available from a
converted barn which also sells beer so that a
pint can be enjoyed whilst waiting and parties
can be catered for. Quiz night is Wednesday
from 9pm
Returning for the next 219 for the short ride
uphill to Barnburgh village, alight as soon as the
route turns left onto Barnburgh Lane then walk
back, passing the church and village green on
your right. At the end of the green, opposite the
Coach & Horses, turn right
onto Fox Lane and follow
the road round to the left
and you will find, tucked
away slightly, Barnburgh
Working
Men’s
Club. Visitors are made
very welcome, although
membership costing only
£3 single or £5 for a couple
is encouraged. The tipple
here is, and has been for
several years, Barnsley
Bitter from Acorn Brewery.
It’s always kept in excellent
condition
by
the
stewardess/ bar manager,
Debbie, who has been in
charge at the club for fifteen
years.
Facilities include a pool
table, a match-size snooker
table and darts. League
snooker is played on
Wednesday and Thursday
evenings. Thursday is also
quiz night, starting at 10pm.
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Irish bingo and Play Your Cards Right feature
and are accompanied by sandwiches. The
spacious concert room was being refurbished at
the time of our most recent visit and bands are
already booked in.
From the club you have a choice : either return
to the bus stop where you alighted and catch a
Doncaster bound 219 from the opposite side
of the road : or turn left from the club and walk
down Fox Lane onto Doncaster Road.
The Crown Inn will appear on the right at the
junction with the road to Harlington. It isn’t far to
walk if you run. If going by bus the 219 stops just
round the corner from the Crown.

serving beers from Sharps and Timothy Taylor.
The large front room serves as a restaurant
while the smaller room to the side is for drinking
but serves as an overspill if the restaurant is
busy. Food is very much to the fore in this
popular roadside pub.
From the Crown turn left then right at the
junction and the bus stop for Doncaster is a few
yards on your left. You can’t go wrong : there’s
nothing to stop you.
Thanks to Jackie Sigsworth of the Crown and
Colin Tempest, Treasurer of the WMC, for help
with this article.

Also owned by Jackie and Jason for some
thirteen years, the Crown has two handpumps

Campaigning

UK Governments
Financial Support
Statement by Chairman of CAMRA
21/12/2021
Responding to the announcement of
financial support from the UK
Government for businesses affected by the
Omicron variant, National Chairman of the
Campaign for Real Ale Nik Antona said:
“Today’s announcement of grants of up to
£6,000 and some help with staff sick pay
will certainly be welcomed by publicans up and
down the country. It is a first step in the right
direction – and important recognition
from ministers that the actions of government
have massively hit consumer
confidence, footfall and the ability for
businesses to turn a profit at what should be
their busiest time of the year.
“Sadly for some pubs that have already closed
their doors due to cancellations and a huge
drop in trade, this support will be too
late. Whilst the grants announced today may
help businesses through the next few weeks, it
will not make up for losing out on
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the Christmas trade which is vital for keeping
pubs and breweries going during the quiet
months at the start of the year.
“In addition to getting these grants paid to
licensees as quickly as possible, it is vital that
local councils in England use their discretionary
funding to support breweries, cider producers
and other businesses in the supply chain who
have also been affected.
“Businesses still desperately need certainty on
what might happen next. If further restrictions
are going to be imposed there needs to be
enough time for pubs and breweries to plan and
prepare. In the face of any restrictions on
trading, the sector will also need
a comprehensive support package over and
above what has been announced today,
including further employment support through
furlough, rent support and business rate relief
to support and safeguard our locals.”
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Obituary

Dave O’ Brien

1956-2022

It is with sadness that the branch has learned of
the death of life member and former activist
David O’Brien. Dave, as he was universally
known, held a number of key posts on the
committee and, as a former editor of this
publication, received an award from CAMRA for
the quality of the magazine. He was a key
campaigner and helped to organize many of our
early beer festivals where his beer skills as
cellarman were much appreciated.
So
dedicated to the success of our first festival was
he that, unsure of the security at Bentley
Pavilion, he volunteered to camp overnight on
the premises to ensure nothing was disturbed.
He was also responsible for many of the logos
which appeared on festival publicity, T-shirts
and glasses.
Dave worked very hard for CAMRA over the
years in a variety of roles. His beer-keeping
skills were not only valued at the beer festival
but were also put to good use at Sandtoft. It
was here where he successfully developed an
‘ice & stockinette’ technique for keeping beer
cool in a warm tent (this was long before
portable beer coolers were available to hire).
No mean feat in the middle of July.
As mentioned above, Dave was a past editor of
Donny Drinker. He was responsible, in many
ways, for modernizing production and bringing
the publication into the digital age.
He
encouraged contributors to write articles on a
wide range of subjects connected to CAMRA
and edited his early issues on a computer he
built himself.
Modest and fair minded, he was a natural
choice to be nominated as branch chairman and
served in this role from 1996 until 1998.
Amazingly, he also found the time to set up the
branch’s first website which he managed long
after he’d stepped down as chair.
Outside of CAMRA, Dave was a member of the
Green Oak Morris and regularly danced at
events in Doncaster. He also travelled to other
parts of the country to dance at the invitation of
other Morris sides. He was never far from real
ale however, as most events were usually
connected to a good pub in some way.
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A keen musician, when Dave couldn’t
dance he was known to pick up the
bodhran and mark time for them. He was
also pretty good on the guitar and ukulele.
Around the time Dave joined CAMRA, the
branch would regularly visit some of the
outlying pubs in the area using heritage
transport. Having read about a proposed
outing in an edition of ‘What’s Brewing’ and
fancying a night out, the contact number
was duly rung. There was an element of
surprise from the social secretary (of the
time) that someone had actually called
about the trip as in those days people
normally just turned up. When it was
pointed out to the organizer that the trip
was listed as being ‘by reserved bus’, he
was informed it was a misprint. It should
actually have read ‘preserved bus’!
Undaunted, Dave was a regular on many
branch events from then on.
When Dave decided to step down from
mainstream CAMRA activities he left big
shoes to fill. He set the standard in many
areas that we now
follow. He was well
known by many
branch
members
and was last seen
when he took part in
the branch’s 40th
anniversary
celebrations, held
at the Leopard in
2015.
The Doncaster and
District Branch of
CAMRA is very
grateful to Dave for
all that he achieved
for us. Our thoughts
and
condolences
go out to his family
at this difficult time.
He will be sadly
missed.
Donny Drinker Spring 2022

News

Latest at Doncaster
Brewery and Tap
Just before Christmas, and after waiting for 6
months, DBT finally got their new window fitted
and it looks really good. Now that the frontage
has been repaired they are going to look into
sorting out the window seating.
Opening hours have returned to normal as
people are gradually venturing out. As times
are still uncertain, on the bar they are currently
only serving beers brewed on the premises
and have said that guest beers will return as
business increases.
All the events have restarted: Quiz Night, Well
Spoken, Book Club, Games Night, Ukes, Folk,
Unplugged and the Debate Society. Check out
their Facebook page or Website for further
details. As always we encourage you to
support your local pub as much as you can.

Brewery News
Brew day regularity has increased slightly
since the Autumn.
The AD71 Pumpkin Porter was brewed in
October and following the normal sweepstake
the ABV came out at 5.6%.
Town Fields Winter Ale was brewed at the
beginning of December and is available on the
Tap room bar.
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Ian did his first Collaboration brew in
November with Head Brewer Paul Spencer
from Ossett Brewery. The theme was a Tea
beer and the result was Red Bush – a 5.5%
Hazy IPA made with Rooibos (Red Bush) tea.
It is a light and fruity IPA made with Maris Otter
and Vienna Malt and Pilot and Aurora Hops.
1.5kg of Rooibos tea was steeped for 15
minutes after the end of the boil making this a
lovely Tea Beer.
In December the 2nd Collaboration Brew was
done with brewer Freddie and trainee brewer
Hannah from Bone Machine Brewery of Hull.
While the brew was in progress there was also
a Bone Machine Tap Take over in the bar with
keg and cask ales available. Bone Machine
don’t do much in the way of cask beer so they
were lucky to get some. The resulting beer is
Yunnan Black – a 5.5% IPA made with
Yunnan Black Flowery Orange Pekoe Tea. It is
a fruity IPA made with 85% Europils and 15%
Munich Malt. Pilot and Godiva hops were used
and 1.9kg of Yunnan Black tea again added 15
minutes before the end of the boil. Freddie
also supplied Kviek yeast which is in most of
Bone Machines brews giving the brew a dry
finish.
This year Doncaster Brewery are going to be
out selling their beers and, following a first
mailing, Ian received orders from The
Draughtman Alehouse on Doncaster
Station, The Terminus Micropub in
Conisbrough, The Fox and Goose at
Hebden Bridge and The Eagle and
Child at Auckley.
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Give CAMRA Membership as a gift

PODCASTS
Pubs, Pints, People
The Campaign for Real Ale's new podcast Pubs,
Pints, People brings you interesting stories every
other week about the world of beer, cider and pubs.
Tune in every Tuesday with hosts Clare Phillips, Ant
Fiorillo and Matt Bundy as they chat to special
guests and learn about beer writing, brewing jobs,
cider making and more.
Podcasts include:
Modern British Beer & Cider
The Pub of the Future
What and Who in 2022
Community-owned Pubs
Innovation in the face of Covid

Find the link to Podcasts at:

doncastercamra.org.uk
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Diary
The list of socials is very short, but we have a reason for this. The branch committee decided to
limit the number of socials as a precaution during these difficult times. They decided that they
would limit socials to two a month with one being within a 6 mile radius of the town centre and one
being in our other areas. They have, at this stage, taken into account whether a pub is on a bus
route. Hopefully, we will have the confidence to go back to normal and include providing transport
on some of the trips like we used to.
There may be occasions, because of Covid, when we have to cancel at short notice so please
follow our Facebook site and website to check if the social has been cancelled at short notice.
Those pubs that are not on a bus route may get visits from small groups of CAMRA members who
have chosen to support our local pubs that are not on bus routes. The branch recognises the
difficulties pubs are in and we ask all members to support them as much as they can.

Town social to The Queen and
The Yorkshire Grey
Thu 17th March at 19.30
We first meet at The Queen in the market place to try
some of their fine real ales and then we will move on
to Hall Gate and into The Yorkshire Grey.t

Social to The Horse & Groom
and Wheatsheaf, Armthorpe
Thu 28th April at 19.30

Sat 19th March at 14.00

The Horse and Groom is under new management
so here is a chance to join us and find out what is
happening. We meet there first and will then move
on to the Wheatsheaf.
BUS:
82 from Interchange 19.30/Return
22.33

Back to the town centre but this time it’s an afternoon
session. This means you can combine the event with
a little bit of shopping.

Social to The Windmill and The
Canal Tavern, Thorne

Town social to The ‘Little’
Plough’

Social to The Glasshouse, Kirk
Sandall
Thu 31st March at 19.30
We visit Kirk Sandall where one of our larger pubs,
The Glasshouse, can be found. This is usually a busy
pub and there should be a range of real ales and
other beers available.
BUS:
84 from Interchange 19.30/Return 22.04
TRAIN:
Doncaster 19.05/Return 21.35

Branch meeting at the Hallcross
Mon 11th April at 20.00
At long last we have decided that the time is right to
start our branch meetings again after a break of two
years. A chance to catch up on the latest news and
plan for the future.

Visit to the Doncaster Brewery &
Tap Beer Festival
Sat 16th April at 14.00
Beer Festivals are back and here is an opportunity to
sample beers from the Doncaster Brewery & Tap as
well as from elsewhere in the country. Don’t miss this
opportunity to sample the great beers that will be on
offer. Please note the festival is open from the 14th to
18th April if you can’t make our visit.
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Sat 7th May at 13.30
We meet up in the Windmill which was one of the
last pubs to become Pub of the Season before
lockdown. We will then move on to the Canal
Tavern. You have the options to travel by car, bus
or train.
BUS:
87b from Interchange 13.24 /Return
87a
18.39
(In Thorne get off/on at South Parade/
Plantation Road)
TRAIN:
Doncaster to Thorne North 13.05
Return 18.28

Town social to The Leopard
and The Railway
Thu 19th May at 19.30
Tonight, we visit two pubs near the station and
Interchange so you have easy options how to get
there. We will first visit The Leopard and then take
a short walk down the road to The Railway.

At socials look for
this sign to indicate
where we are sat.
Feel free to join us.
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