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A Message from the
Branch Chairman
Good news at last for the hospitality industry,
and of course, for the pubs and clubs in the
Doncaster and District branch area. The
next stage in the government’s ‘roadmap’
has been announced, and thankfully, as
predicted, indoor seating will be allowed to
be used again in pubs and restaurants. The
rule of six will still apply, and it is expected
that table service only will be the order of the
day. This will be a great help to the many
pubs that haven’t been able to re-open as
they haven’t been able to set up an outdoor
drinking area. It seems they will finally get
the chance to fight back against what has
proved to be the biggest threat to their
existence of all.

Having ventured out recently, armed with
mask, sanitizer, and plenty of extra layers of
clothing, I’ve been quite impressed with the
way things have been handled by the staff
at the pubs I’ve visited. Although I’ve
restricted my trips out to the town centre,
reports from other members, who’ve been
able to go to outlets in different parts of the
branch area, have been just as positive.

I was also very pleased to see that most
drinkers are also conforming with the
regulations, although I did have one rather
boisterous experience with some ‘not so
beautiful’ followers of the ‘beautiful game’.
No prizes for guessing what they were
drinking! Having said that, on the whole,
whilst sat in a beer garden, I’ve felt safer
than when I’ve been unfortunate enough to
have to go to a DIY store, or supermarket.
From my experience, it seems that the need

to behave responsibly is largely forgotten
when out shopping.

Latest reports seem to indicate that we’ve
been quite fortunate so far, as the only pubs
to close in the branch area during the
pandemic, were set to close for other
reasons. One surprising piece of news, was
the statement put out by Wetherspoons, that
the Gate House wouldn’t reopen when
restrictions eased. No sooner was this
announced, however, than we learned that
the company had bought the lease and it is
set to open again as originally planned.

As things move on and regulations are
eased, stage by stage, we hope to receive
the ok from CAMRA HQ to restart branch
activities and reboot the campaign.
Members are assured however, that
meetings and other events will only take
place when it is completely safe to do so. St
Albans HQ will take their lead from the
government before giving us the ‘all clear’,
and we will make announcements through
social media, our website and the local
press when the time comes.

In the meantime, our pubs and clubs need
your support as they open their doors and
invite the public back inside. For some, this
will be the first opportunity to trade for over a
year. Please bear this in mind and when
you feel safe, why not celebrate the lifting of
restrictions with a pint or two indoors. I do
of course, mean indoors at your local!

Please Renew
Your
Membership

Ian Jones
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Editorial
Is May 17th the time for the Phoenix to rise from the ashes? By Phoenix I, of course, mean the
pub and brewery trade as we used to know it back in early March 2020.

At the time of writing there are still dark clouds on the horizon with the prospect of new variants
of Covid 19 but there is hope that we can proceed to a world where vaccination takes Covid to the
level of risk we get from the flu.

The amazing thing is that pubs and breweries are still largely intact and locally there have been
few closures that were not already anticipated. Furlough has been one of the saviours that has
given some form of protection to jobs and without it I feel pubs and breweries would be in a very
different position from where they are now. During the whole of the lockdown periods there has
been some activities inside many of our pubs. Owners and tenants have taken the opportunity to
redecorate, redesign and better their facilities with their pubs. There has been many plans to
extend outside drinking areas during the recent weeks of only being able to provide outside
drinking and eating. Breweries have slowly started to come out of their dormant states and many
continued, throughout the lockdowns, to provide pubs with beers that could be sold on a takeaway
basis or home delivery. Let’s not forget those pubs that have struggled more because they could
not open as they were too small, had small catchment areas or did not have sufficient facilities.

It’s now up to the general public to reward all this hard work and stress that the hospitality sector
has suffered. The media has been flooded with comments about people missing the social side of
life. Pubs are a key factor in in enabling us to enjoy a good social, relaxing and enjoyable
experience. A good pub will work hard to support its local community and provide facilities for
people and families to meet. There is a pub for everyone, and our branch area is very big. We
have our town pubs, estate pubs, village pubs and country pubs. Please give them your support.

Pub & Brewery News
We expect most pubs will open from May 17th
and just after then. It is very difficult to keep up
to date on what is happening with each pub.
There are a number of methods to do this
which include individual pub websites, Twitter
and Facebook sites. Our own branch website
and Facebook site may have some information
for you. It will probably be very difficult to get
up to date information from CAMRA’s Whatpub
site because the situation will be so fluid, but it
will be useful to get pub phone numbers from
this site to make enquiries.

Each pub will also have their own rules on
whether booking is required, what restrictions
they have on numbers and what facilities are
available. At the time of going to press some
pubs are advertising entertainment on specific
nights. What will be common is that all pubs
will have to follow strict Covid guidelines, and
we ask everyone to ensure they do this. Each
person entering the pub will have to register
either through the NHS app or by some written
arrangement the pub has created.

We are sorry to report that The Acorn at
Armthorpe is currently be redeveloped and is
no longer a pub. This is yet another loss for the
village. A new planning application has been
made for the Mayflower at Austerfield which
would see the closure of the pub.

The Doncaster Brewery and Tap in town,
which was closed throughout the lockdown and
summer periods, has had extensive changes
and improvements done to the building. It has
opened during the recent weeks of outside
hospitality and is looking towards a smooth
reopening on May 17th to indoor customers.
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District CAMRA branch would like to highlight
this work that CAMRA has done and, in
particular, the support and guidance they have
given to local authorities. Without the actions of
CAMRA much of the protection, that can now
be given to pubs facing closure, would not
exist. There have been many success stories
throughout the country and through What’s
Brewing you can get to read about them.

Donny Drinker
You may be wondering what the future is for
Donny Drinker, the branch magazine. During
lockdown we could not expect our advertisers,
most of which are pubs, to be in a position to
place adverts with us. Adverts are our sole
source of funding for the magazine so we had
no choice but to suspend publication.

Hopefully, if pubs are able to secure their
sources of income over the coming months
then Donny Drinker will certainly be back in a
pub near you. We live in hope that the return
will come with an autumn edition.

Unfortunately, the plans suffered a severe
knock when a car literally drove into the front of
the building. Despite this partial demolition
event, Alison and Ian have worked hard to
make the building habitable and will open on
the 17th May, although there may be a
shortage of seats in the front area. They have
installed some cooking equipment and hope to
provide some basic food in the near future.

We have little news on the local brewery
front, although some have continued to
operate on smaller volumes during the
lockdown periods to support takeaway and
home delivery services. One of our well-known
regional breweries, Timothy Taylor, did close
for some time during the lockdown and have
recently started up again. Demand for beer in
recent weeks has been so great that for the
first time in 163 years they brewed on a
Sunday.

What’s Brewing
One of the benefits of CAMRA membership is
that you get access to a digital version of
CAMRA’s very own newspaper called What’s
Brewing. Just to give you a flavour of the sort
of articles you may find in the newspaper we
have got some snippets from the current
edition.

Viewpoint on the Chancellor’s
budget

There is more than one article reviewing what
the budget meant to our pubs and breweries.
CAMRA was disappointed that there were no
cuts in beer duty and their specific request for
a cut in duty on beer served on tap in pubs and
social clubs was not included.

New podcast season

CAMRA has released a third season of its
popular podcasts called Pubs, Pints, People.
The season features interviews with beer, cider
and brewing experts along with a delve into
CAMRA’s 50 year history.

Saving pubs

The newspaper has some articles about what
local drinkers can do to save their pubs when
threatened with closure. The Doncaster and
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Beer Box: Champion
Bottled Beers of Britain

2020 & Tasting

This item will be released June 24, 2021

Limited stock: Non members £40 CAMRA
member price £35

CAMRA is pleased to bring you the next edition
of the Good Beer Box which features the
winners of CAMRA’s Champion Bottled Beer of
Britain competition 2020, delayed slightly due
to COVID.

The box includes all 6 of the finalists, with three
of the beers collecting awards for Gold, Silver
and Bronze.

Champion Bottled Beer of Britain Awards

Gold – Hogs Back Brewery, A Over T, 9%,
330ml bottle
Silver – Durham Brewery, Temptation, 10%,
500ml bottle
Bronze – Harvey’s Brewery, Imperial Extra
Double Stout, 9%, 275ml bottle
Runner Up – Crouch Vale Brewery, Yakima
Gold, 4.2%, 500ml bottle
Runner Up – Mersea Island Brewery, Island
Oyster, 5.1%, 500ml bottle
Runner Up – Stubborn Mule Brewery, Single
Hop IPA, 5.7%, 330ml bottle
Order on line at:
https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/beer-box-
champion-bottled-beers/

A Unit of Alcohol
There are health guidelines on how many units
of alcohol you should drink a week and on
bottles of beer the number of units will be
displayed on the label. For those of you who
don’t know, a unit of alcohol is defined as
10mls of pure alcohol. In order to relate this to
the amount of alcohol in a given volume of
drink, it can be calculated by using the
following equation.

UNITS = (ABV(%) x Volume (mls))/1000

In the example of a pint (568mls) of beer with
an ABV of 4.2 this is (4.2 x 568)/1000 which
gives an answer of 2.4 units.
The current recommended safe limits of units
of alcohol is 14 units which ideally should be
spread over 3 or more days, This equates to 6
pints a week if the beer has an ABV of 4%.

Two beers or not two
beers
William Shakespeare’s house included facilities
for basic brewing. His male servants were
given 8 pints a day and female servants were
given 5.

Branch Area Real Ale
Pubs
We have well over 100 real ale pubs in our
branch area and we do our best to support
them.

To see a listing of them all it can be found in
the centre pages of all editions of Donny
Drinker or for more detailed information we
recommend using CAMRA’s Whatpub
database at whatpub.com
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great reasons  
to join CAMRA10

What’s yours?  
Discover your reason 
and join the campaign today:
www.camra.org.uk/10reasons

1 2CAMPAIGN
for great beer, cider and perry   

Become a    

BEER EXPERT                                      

3 4
Enjoy CAMRA 

BEER FESTIVALS  
in front of or behind the bar                                                                   

GET INVOLVED
and make new friends                                               

5 6Save      

YOUR LOCAL                                             
Find the       

BEST PUBS  
IN BRITAIN      

87
Get great        

VALUE FOR 
MONEY                                             

DISCOVER 
pub heritage and the 
great outdoors

9
Enjoy great      

HEALTH BENEFITS   
(really!)                                                                                                        10 HAVE YOUR SAY   


